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Editorial

Social Movements

The struggles of grassroots movements to bring about changes in structures of domination is the 
focus of this year-end issue of IGI. Themed ‘Social Movements’, the articles inside examine and 
analyse various community-based people initiated efforts to deal with concrete issues that unjustly 
impact the lives of people such as the LGBTIQ, immigrants and Dalits. Each writer challenges 
our pre-conceived notions of the “others” and widens our understanding of what it means to be a 
Christian in a variety of social actions that seek to expand the democratic space to be inclusive of 
diverse voices for the well-being of all.

In the first article, Eun-joo Lee of Korea looks at the 2014 Sewol ferry disaster that claimed 304 
lives, including young people, paying attention to the dynamic aspects of the phenomena the 
disaster had revealed, and the spiritual journey the Korean people walked, path by path, along 
with the revelation. Shuba keerthana K. describes the oppressive manual scavenging occupation 
of Dalit women as “deeply rooted modern-day slavery” in Indian society, and calls the church 
to stand in solidarity with this marginalised community to eradicate this inhuman practice and 
restore their rights and dignity. Shannon Clarkson details a US community’s active response to 
an immigrant woman’s deportation ordeal and likens it to the gospel story of the Syrophoenician 
woman whose challenge turned Jesus around.

Donald E. Messer and Joseph N. Goh provide some practical theological reflections on LGBTIQ 
people and churches, believing that “… the time has come for churches to locate the face of God in 
unconventional and unfamiliar spaces.” Le Ngoc Bich Ly examines why the Evangelical Church 
of Vietnam has been slow to recognise women’s full participation in leadership, and shows how 
the unique political-religious context of Vietnam and the authoritarian leadership style of church 
leaders have been strong factors in this slow process.The article by Vedha Kani Na focuses on 
three voices of biblical women in relation to Jesus and his ministry in order to learn more about the 
significance and theology behind these narrations. Norma Dollaga contributes a poem “At 53” and 
Elizabeth E. Castillo writes a poetic essay “Ambush Conversation with God”.

The production of this December IGI issue has been made possible by the joint effort of a team 
of dedicated individual members of AWRC while the search process is on for the new AWRC 
Coordinator and Publications Secretary. IGI records its appreciation for the voluntary work 
provided by Woon Yoke Heng in editing the articles, Hisako Kinukawa in co-ordinating the 
collection of articles and writers, Yong Ting Jin for sourcing the artwork for the cover design, and 
the Editorial Advisory Committee members, Hisako Kinukawa, Limala Longkumer and Eunice 
Novio, for their invaluable advice. IGI is also grateful to Clare Law for coordinating the final 
production work and to Indian artist, Shashi Memuri, for his contribution of his powerful artwork 
for the cover. Most of all, IGI wishes to thank all the writers for sharing their thought-provoking 
articles in this issue.
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