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Editorial

#MeToo Voices in the Bible and Now

A few weeks before I was tasked to be the guest editor of this issue of in God’s image, my Facebook 
newsfeed was filled with stories of sexual abuses – assault, rapes, incest, advances and sex without 
consent due to inebriation and other factors. The victims, or rather, the survivors, are women I have 
known. They are eloquent women of letters, and highly educated. They posted their horrifying 
experiences on Facebook, hoping that people would listen to them. Not only that, they sought help 
from the persons in authority, but to no avail. 

#MeToo. We have heard of it and found ourselves telling others that “Me too, I have been subjected 
to the same experience and no one listened to me. Me too, no one believed.”

In 2006, the ‘me too movement’ was founded by Tarana Burke, a civil rights activist from Bronx, 
New York. A woman of color from a poor background, she had been raped and sexually abused as a 
teenager. Instead of yielding to abuses, Tarana and her mother involved themselves in the community 
and started making noise. The movement raised the awareness of various sexual abuses including 
rape, incest, and assault inflicted on women and girls. Not surprisingly, these abuses happen not only 
in the dark streets, but also in the confines of the home, offices, hospitals, and in places we deem to 
be sacred, like the Church. 

It was not until October 2017 when the #MeToo hashtag in Twitter became popular after Alyssa 
Milano, an American actress and activist, tweeted it to encourage women all over the world to 
share their stories of sexual abuses. The #MeToo hashtag became a loud voice that brought to light 
the abuses committed to women, even those with high stature in society; while the abuses were 
committed by men in power, by presidents, CEO, doctors, senators, and the lists go on.

Without the white Western women popularizing the #MeToo hashtag, would we think our stories 
would be heard too? Probably. Yet, we do not have to wait for others to speak for us. The Asian 
women’s voices have been silenced for so long. The biblical texts show that it was so with women 
from various social classes and races– princesses, slaves, wives, and so on.

Women have been silenced; their voices are dismissed because they only speak trivialities. Even 
as we speak, we are told to be quiet. Although we are allowed to talk, it is only to some extent. 
Oftentimes, it is dismissed as nonsense. We always need consent. But when it comes to our bodies, 
they (the men and their enablers) never ask for our permission. They can invade our sacred spaces; 
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the holes in our bodies – our vaginas, our mouths, our ears, our eyes, and even our nostrils.

In this issue, the #MeToo hashtag is not only for the present-day women but for the silenced women 
in the Bible as well. We have to give voice to the women in the Bible who until now are not given 
the chance to speak up for themselves. It is unfortunate that some women theologians were involved 
in twisting the narratives of these women. True enough, many women are still the extension of 
patriarchy. Why? Clearly, they do not want to challenge the authority, in this case the Bible and the 
dogma of their Churches. The narratives which seem to be twisted to suit our desired outcomes are 
different from the contextual re-reading of the Scriptures. Rape in the Bible is still rape in the modern 
context. Slavery is still slavery in our context. Incest happened in the Bible and is still prevalent in 
our society. 

Thus, this issue not only attempts to discuss the taboo, but it also challenges our long-held beliefs 
in women, patriarchy, and God in the Bible. It explores our faith, traditions, and the women who 
consciously perpetuate the silence to protect patriarchy.

I was particularly drawn to the article of Au Po Yi about the rape culture within the Chinese 
Christian Churches and its parallelism to the Rape of Tamar (2 Samuel 13:1-22). Tamar was a 
princess, the daughter of King David. She was violated by her half-brother, Amnon, a prince. Tamar 
is merely known as the brother of Absalom, therefore removed from the royal lineage because of her 
sexuality and gender. Amnon was unpunished because of these arguments. First, it was insinuated 
that there was ‘consent’ since Amnon dismissed the other servants, and Tamar remained. Second, 
there was no struggle. No struggle, no rape. As they usually say, priests, pastors and the persons in 
authority are seldom punished for their sexual abuses because women ‘asked’ for it.

Sayuri Watanabe’s Women’s Lamentation: The Noise of Touching the Fruit of the ‘Centered Tree’ 
challenges benevolent dictatorship of the King in the Garden which is mainly directed to the woman, 
Eve. Watanabe’s discussion on the Garden of Eden interspersed with the experiences of the people of 
Minamata illustrates the tragic situation caused by pollution as well as the authority’s reluctance to 
listen to the anguish of the suffering people.

Traditionally, we think that education has leveled the playing field between men and women, but the 
reality says otherwise. This has also been the challenge faced by Sawako Fujiwara and the over-
worked women in Japan who keep asking if they are disposable. In her reflection, Fujiwara explores 
the negative sides of strong work ethics among the Japanese people that may result in sudden 
death and suicide. More so, Japanese women are expected to work outside without neglecting their 
domestic duties. 

The narrative poetry of Yu-Wen Liu, Me and My Holes, brings us to the desert of Canaan. To fulfill 
God’s promise of making Abraham the father of all nations, Sarah coerced Hagar, a girl-child, to 
have sex with the old man. Did Hagar give consent to have sex with him? Even if she resisted, it 
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does not matter. She is a chattel. Hagar has no one to turn to, except her holes which spoke with her. 
Her redemption by finding the voices in her holes give us hope to regain our own voices too.

Intan Darmawati’s artwork depicts searching for a home due to migration. Yet, one can never be 
home until there is an acceptance from and within the community we have chosen. Finding home is 
never easy. It is a journey towards discovery and transformation. 

#MeToo is not only sharing the experiences of sexual abuses. It is a solidarity that empowers 
women (and men) to speak against oppression because of our sexuality and gender. It gives us voice 
knowing that it is not an isolated incident nor is it our fault that we were abused. Rather, it is our way 
of seeking justice. The first step is to listen to our voice saying, “Do not blame us.” It is the voice 
that acknowledges that the abuse happened. Only then, can we start to experience healing.

Today, we refuse to be silenced. We are tired of being Tamar, Hagar, Eve and those unnamed women 
who have been repeatedly oppressed not because of their silence, but because we do not believe in 
them. Their words against the gods! It is time to give them a voice. We will never stop making noises 
until you listen and give us justice!

Eunice Barbara C. Novio  
Guest Editor
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